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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As we near the end of our year I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone who
makes the Yankee Chapter a success. We couldn’t do it without you and you are the reason
we have been a Five Star Chapter for three years running.
I’d like to take a moment to thank the following members:
– Vice President
– Treasurer
– Secretary
– Chairperson Programs (Lynette will be leaving us to retire so
we are feeling a HUGE void in this area) She has worked tirelessly each and every month
to bring interesting events/speakers for us, she will be duly missed.
– Communications. Elisa has helped us out with putting the Newsletter
together in format and always rises to the occasion.
– Membership. Rodney continues to solicit new members and stays on
top of expiring memberships.
– Community Service. This team organizes
every month events to help feed the homeless, clothe and provide supplies
to underprivileged children, etc. Their work is endless!
And working on the sidelines that you might not know about are the backbone volunteers
who continue to support the Yankee Chapter:
– does our taxes each year
And Our Program Committee Support Team (most who have been doing this for more than
3 years) – Congratulations!

We will be looking for motivated individuals who would like to join our team for the 20152016 year. There is plenty to do with each Committee and lots of fun as well. If you are
interested in an Officer’s position let us know as well.
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Thanks to everyone for their continued support and unwavering dedication.

MARCH QUOTE
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MEET YOUR MEMBER, SHANNON MURPHY
development phase is an amazing
opportunity here at Hanscom. It has taken a
lot of work from all of the functionals, but it
will be worth it.”
Have you made any mistakes that may have
helped or hurt you? - “I would say when I was
an analyst on BCS-F we had a lot of issues as
we were nearing full deployment. FD ended
up being delayed by 6 months, so our ICS had
to be prolonged delaying our CLS. Our
Colonel came back to see what we could do to
cover the gap, and we hadn’t planned for Plan
B. We didn’t have enough funding of the
correct appropriation or ceiling on the
contract to help resolve the issue. To me, this
was the biggest mistake we had made -- you
always want a Plan B to avoid negatively
impacting the warfighter. We ended up
resolving the issue after working closely with
PK, but this is an environment where
everything is changing so you don’t need just
a Plan B, you need plan C, D, and E. Hope for
the best, but always plan for the worst.”
Shannon’s career began working at Children’s
Hospital Boston as a Financial Manager after
graduating from Suffolk University, and
continued there until coming to Hanscom in
April 2010 as an E2E. Upon starting on the
base, Shannon worked on staff in the 350th
wing, and was later placed into an ACAT 1
program, Battle Control Systems-Fixed (BCSF), where she managed 4 different
appropriations and FMS funding. “That
program also posed many high demand
situations that required me to learn outside of
the typical FM duties, and I’m extremely
thankful for that.” Shannon worked there for
almost 3 years before being moved to startup
JSTARS Recap, where she was recently named
“Cat II Civilian of the Year” for Team
Hanscom. “This program has been really
interesting as it’s pre-MS A. “To work a
program entering the technology

Is there a special or important date that
means something to you? - “The most
important dates to me are March 19th and
May 6th. My brother sadly passed away 6
years ago on the 19th of March, so each year I
take the day off to spend with my family and
our closest friends, reflecting on the 24
blessed years we had with him. May 6th is his
birthday, so each year we do a balloon release
in his honor as well. I would also say
September 27th of this year will be an
important and very happy date for me
because that will be the day that I marry my
best friend!”
What do you enjoy doing? - “I love going to
Mine Falls Park with my dog. It is a gorgeous
park with multiple trails, so we go on long
runs together… well, she is 90-lb German
shepherd so it’s more of her dragging me
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some days, but always fun! Besides that I love
to snowboard, and as of right now I’m in
wedding planning mode and buying a home,
so that has been a lot of to focus on, but all
very exciting stuff.”
Who is the biggest influence in your life and
why? - My brother - I have a Type A
personality, everyone who knows me knows
I’m Type A, I’m always ‘go, go, go.’ With his
passing it gave me a different perspective on
life. It’s great to always push yourself to do
the best you can do, but it’s also important to
focus on what truly makes you happy because
tomorrow is not guaranteed. For me now,
that is having a very close relationship with
my family and friends, and not sweating the
small stuff.”
What was the worst or best thing that has
happened to you? - “The worst was losing my
brother; we were so close - I hadn’t just lost
my brother, I had really lost my best friend.
He was my #1 supporter. So after he passed
away, I sat back and thought about what it
was that I wanted to accomplish in my life,
which led me to apply for my Masters at
Boston College. With this, I was able to
redirect my energy into something
productive. One of the worst days ultimately
led to one of my best days, which was my
graduation in December 2014 when I
received my MBA. Also, a surprise proposal
last August involving my puppy at Lake
Winnipesaukee is by far the best thing to
happen to me to date. I’m really looking
forward to settling down with Dan and
starting a big family.”
What inspires you to do good? - “I feel that
you should give out what you expect to get
back, and I approach all aspects of my life
with that thought process. I treat others how
I would like to be treated.”
What are you most proud of? - “Graduating
with the GPA I did at BC. It was very tough
for me to work full-time and then have to

drive into Boston, tired, in the evenings for
class. Most of my classmates were full-time
students and the expectations were often
based around their schedules, and I had to
figure out a way to make it work. Receiving
my diploma after 3 years of doing the
balancing act was a huge feat.”
What things do you find yourself doing that
you said you’d never do? - “Going to bed at 9
p.m.! Now that I don’t have to pull allnighters and eat dinner at 11pm after getting
home from BC, I am focusing on getting into a
better routine and taking more time for
myself.”
I asked Shannon if there is anything she
hasn’t done yet or accomplished in her life
that she'd like to: “I have always wanted to
start a non-profit organization, however,
given my present goals over next few years
that may not be realistic. At the very least I’d
like to get back involved with some of the
ones I worked with previously, such as St.
Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital. I used to
fly to Memphis, TN to meet with the patients
to view first-hand the miracles they were
performing. It was important to see that to
effectively convey to the local Boston
communities that the research they were
performing was benefiting children
worldwide.”
What is something that you are very proud of
and why? - “We recently bought a new home
and I am extremely excited to move in there
for the end of April. I have always envisioned
what my first home would be like and this is
that and so much more – it truly is our dream
home and we feel very fortunate. It also helps
there is an acre plus of land for our dog to
play on, so she will be very happy, too.”
Wrapping up our interview I asked Shannon
if she had to describe herself in only three
words, what those words would be. Without
hesitation Shannon responded with, driven,
compassionate, and thankful.
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PROPOSED HOUSE BUDGET RESOLUTION WOULD CUT SPENDING
BY $5.5 TRILLION, INCREASE DEFENSE, BUT NOT END
SEQUESTRATION
Friday, March 20th, 2015

A budget resolution approved by the House Budget Committee (HBC) yesterday would cut $5.5 trillion from federal
budgets over the next 10 years and balance the budget by 2024.
HBC Chairman Rep. Tom Price (R-GA) called the resolution “a strong step forward in addressing the nation’s fiscal
and economic challenges.”
The annual budget resolution, often referred to as a “congressional budget blueprint,” sets revenue and
appropriations targets for the tax writing and appropriations committees, so they can begin work on the president’s
budget request. This is an internal congressional procedure, so the passed budget resolution is not sent to the
president for approval.
The HBC plan, “A Balanced Budget for a Stronger America,” would set the FY2016 total federal spending level at
$3.8 trillion, about $140 billion less than current policy. Of the $5.5 trillion reduction from 2016 to 2025, $2.2 trillion
would come from changes to the health care law and $2.1 trillion from Medicare, Medicaid, and other mandatory
programs. The remaining reduction would result from cuts to discretionary programs (-$539 billion) and lower interest
payments on the debt ($-798 billion).
The HBC proposal would not end sequestration.
The budget discretionary budget authority for national defense (DoD plus other defense-related spending such as the
Department of Energy’s nuclear program) would increase by $387 billion from FY2017 to FY2025, while cutting nondefense budgets by $759 billion over the same period.
In FY2016, the proposed budget would keep defense at the sequester level of $523 billion, but would set funding for
Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) at $90 billion, about $40 billion above the request. The president’s national
defense base budget request was $561 billion, $38 billion above the cap.
The committee’s budget resolution would also set up a “Defense Readiness and Modernization Fund” that could be
used to increase defense funding is a way that would be considered “deficit-neutral,” just like funding for the OCO
account.
House pro-defense supporters urged the committee to approve an amendment adding more defense funds. This
concerned so-called “deficit hawks” who are troubled about resulting increases to the deficit, unless they were offset
by cuts elsewhere. The House leadership, worried that this standoff could imperil passage of the budget resolution on
the house floor, brokered a deal that the Rules Committee would accept an amendment to increase OCO funding to
$96 billion, without requiring any offsets, and would not require offsets for the $20 billion “Defense Readiness and
Modernization Fund.”
The full House is expected to consider the budget resolution next week
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We are always looking for your ideas, articles, photos
of events, suggestions virtually anything you’d like us
to share. See the box to the left for submitting. We
are only as good as you help to make us!
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UPCOMING COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT!!
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APRIL’S MONTHLY MEETING SNEAK PREVIEW
Get ready for some very exciting meetings in the upcoming
months. Next month, on April 23rd Mr. Sean Duffy will be
presenting to us “CAPITAL HILL FINANCES”. This is sure to
be a sell out so mark your calendars now! More details soon.
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MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
ASMC membership allows you to:
1. Gain insight to information on current trends and developments in the financial management of
the Department of Defense and U.S. Coast Guard.
2. Receive a subscription to the Armed Forces Comptroller, the quarterly professional journal of the
ASMC, and the ASMC Connection, the monthly e-newsletter. These publications, as well as the
ASMC website, contain articles, organizational news and updates on current trends and
developments within the financial management community and the ASMC.
3. Receive discounts for registration at the national Professional Development Institute, a three day
educational event that provides valuable CPE and networking opportunities.
4. Have access to online educational opportunities, where members can participate at their own
pace, start and stop sessions, and download presentations.
5. Join in one of the more than 140 chapters worldwide. Chapter benefits could include monthly
luncheons, local education activities, chapter publications, philanthropic endeavors and more.
6. Receive discounts on enrollment and renewal in the Certified Defense Financial Manager
(CDFM) Program, which is one of the key certifications identified by the DoD for financial
managers.
7. Have the opportunity to participate in the National Awards Program. This program includes
achievement awards, an essay contest, corporate member award, members' continuing education
grants, high school scholarships and many chapter program awards.
8. Gain access to the CPE management tool, which allows members to manage, track and record
their continuing education experience.
9. Have an opportunity to demonstrate leadership as a chapter officer or committee member.
10. Network with military comptrollers/financial managers and other business organizations
interested in military comptrollership.
Affinity benefits include:
Pentagon Federal Credit Union
PenFed is proud to partner with the American Society of Military Comptrollers (ASMC) to offer superior
financial service products at superior rates. As a member of ASMC, you and your family are eligible for
PenFed membership giving you exclusive access to award winning products and services.
Opening a PenFed account will directly support ASMC in pursuit of its mission. Choose any award
winning ASMC branded credit card or take advantage of competitive rates on savings products.
Support ASMC with PenFed today!
*Federally insured by NCUA
GEICO
Thanks to a special arrangement with GEICO, you can save even more on all your insurance needs simply
because you’re a member of ASMC. Use the online quote generator or call GEICO at 1-800-368-2734
and mention your ASMC affiliation for exclusive savings.
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